
Aaron Held Octopus Yachts 
 
Aaron Held is the founder and owner of Octopus Yachts: Marine Electrical Systems. 
Founded in 2008, the company has grown to almost ten employees servicing pleasure, 
light commercial, and law enforcement vessels in New Jersey and New York City. In 
addition to being servicing dealers for major marine electronics brands, the company 
also specializes in marine wiring, vessel refits and in-house digital CNC fabrication in 
wood, plastic and metals.  
 
Aaron’s love of electronics and marine craftsmanship has been lifelong, beginning with 
growing up on Cape Cod, MA. Aaron is familiar with the architecture and operation of 
both sail and power vessels. He has built two boats: an electric powered wooden 
runabout in 1996 and a fiberglass center console in 2001, as well as cruising aboard 
sailing vessels from Maine to the Chesapeake. He currently boats out of the Navesink 
River with his family in New Jersey on a "well-equipped" Grady-White stuffed with 
electronics.  
 
Aaron’s current industry certifications include: National Marine Electronics Association 
NMET, American Boat and Yacht Council Marine Corrosion and Marine Electrical, as 
well as manufacturers including Raymarine, Garmin, Furuno, Navico and others. He has 
a BS in Engineering from Tufts University in Medford, MA.  
 
Aaron currently serves on the board of directors for the Marine Trades Association of 
NJ.  
 


